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A BUNKER UNDER } 
NAGASAKI, JAPAN. 
AUGUST 9, 1945. 


FIVE CENTS 


HOUDINI ASTOUNDS CAPACITY AU VN ae 
DEFIES 10 HANDCUFFS & STRAITJRY 7H€ war Is NEARLY Losr. 


WITH ALL OTHER OPTIONS. 
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MEN OF INFLUENCE FROM 
RELIGION, BUSINESS AND 
THE MILITARY FOCUS THEIR 
ENERGIES TO GAIN AID 
FROM THE ARMY OF A 
DIFFERENT EMPEROR... 
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ONE OF 
§) DARKNESS. 
f\ 


QUICK! I 
THINK SOME- 
THING'S ABOUT 
OC 
HROUGH! fod 


"YOU 
BE GLAD I 














"4 PITY THERE WASN'T THE TIME TO 
SET UP ANY CONTROLS, OR SUFFICIENT 
MEASUREMENT SCHEMES. WE ARE 
FORTUNATE THAT YOU DISCOVERED 
THIS EVENT WINDOW AT ALL. 









“NOW, THE BOMB. I AM GLAD THESE 
EARTHIANS FOUND A SECOND ONE 
NECESSARY. ; 
















"THIS ATOMIC EVENT MAY TELL 
US SOMETHING ABOUT THE 
EFFECTS OF MUNDANE H/GH- 
ENERGY PARTICLE BOMBARD- 
MENT ON INFERNAL MATTER. 
IT HAS ALREADY BEEN 
DETERMINED THAT NEITHER 
BLAST FORCE NOR HEAT CAN 
FAZE A HELL-CREATURE. ” 
















HAVE UNDERESTIMATED 
THE POTENCY OF THIS 
BLAST, AND ITS FEEDBACK 
TO OUR MONITORS. WHO 
Mm COULD HAVE ANTICIPATED 
THAT THIS ENERGY 
RELEASE WOULD BE OF 
ANY SIGNIFICANCE TO 
US, ON OUR PLANAR 
LEVEL? 










THIS MERITS 
FURTHER 
INVESTIGATION, 
BUT IT (S OF NO 


REAL URGENCY. 
BAI, SEE TO IT. 








SOMEWHERE IN 
THE SOVIET UNION, 
SEVERAL YEARS 4 fi 
AGO... , 
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.. THERE'S NO TIME TO : \ r ho, @ 
MAKE THE SHOT. ris ae 
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DON’T WORRY 


SNARED HIS WALLET, 
AND WE CAN FIND HIM 
FOR NOW, WE 


DISCUSS. 





= GRAB RANDOM PIECES = SS 
By FROM ALL OVER THE EARTH ( : a 


THE BOWERY SLAPS AGAINST GREENWICH VILLAGE, 
OEE CUAGANTR WHICH BORDERS CHINATOWN AND LITTLE /TALY, HALF 
ys VES YOU MANHATTAN, AN HOUR'S DRIVE UPTOWN ONE FINDS LITTLE 
De ECR UKRAINE, SANOWICHED BETWEEN CENTRAL PARK 
mg C/7Y IN THE WORLD. WEST AND HARLEM, SOME OF THE SHOPS THERE 
ET HAVE BILINGUAL SIGNS BECAUSE SOME OF THE 
“ALS HAVE A BETTER GRASP OF CYRILLIC. 


1 ===) 


Ld (T'S A PERFECT 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 
NEEOLESS 7TO 
Stee oP 
GOSSIP. 


«NO RESPECT 
FOR ANYONE, 
THAT KID.» 
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Se ee 
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-< THAT'S. WHAT HAPPENS; 
YOU MARRY OUT OF THE 


<AT LEAST 
THE KIO HAS A 
GOOD JOB, IN 
ELECTRONICS.) 











FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, NUCLEAR 
TECHNICIANS FROM THE FORMER SOVIET 
BLOC NATIONS WILL BE MEETING WITH THEIR 
GLOBAL COUNTERPARTS IN AN INFORMAL 
SETTING. THE THREE-DAY CONFERENCE, 
WHICH OPENS TOMORROW AT NEW YORK'S 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, HAS BEEN HAILED 
AS YET ANOTHER SIGN THAT THE COLD 
WAR HAS ENDED. 

















AND IF YOU ASK ME, 
POLITICAL AND 
FINANCIAL ISSUES 
ASIDE, THESE GENTLE- 
MEN NEED SOME 
SERIOUS FASHION 
ADVICE. FIRST TIME TO 
TOWN, FARMBOYS? I 
THINK MY GRANDFATHER 
WAS BURIED \N iad 
OF THOSE SUITS. 

HAVE A WORD OF 
ENGLISH THEY SHOULD 
ALL TAKE THE TIME TO 
LEARN: ARMAN// 

























ENTERTAINMENT 
TELEVISION 


1.50 WHY IS IT THAT THESE GUYS FLEW SIX THOUSAND 
MILES 10 BE TALKING ABOUT A-BOMBS? WE'RE NEVER 
GONNA USE THE DAMN THINGS. THIS IS ALL ques 
OPPORTUNITY! THE RANK AND FILE FOLKS OF TH 
UKRAINE ARE UP AGAINST OPPRESSIVE UNEMPLOYMENT 
AND HORRIBLE INFLATION. WHAT'S W 
A RAMPANT PLAGUE OF GANGS, VER ACHVITY! WHY 
TALK ABOUT NUKES WHEN YOUR pepe eee 
CERTAIN ECONOMIC COLLAPSE? IF eae D AN y 
SENSE THEY’D KEEP ON SELLING U IR BOMBS 
INSTEAD OF SENDING THESE USELESS HAS: BEENS TO 
TALK ABOUT THE GOOD OLD DAYS. MAKES ME MISS 
THE COLD WAR. GET A NEW LIFE, GUYS. 





HAULING LUGGAGE. ALWAYS LUGGAGE. 
THIRTY-ONE YEARS AGO, ANORE/ ZLENKO 
LEFT AUS UKRANIAN HOMELAND ON A 
TEMPORARY VISA, CARRYING. WHAT LITTLE, 
HE OWNED IN SHABBY SUITCASES. EVERY, 
DAY, AT HIS JOB, HE [S REMINDED OF 
THAT EVENT. HE WONDERS IF HE WILL 
STILL BE CARRYING LUGGAGE IN THE 
AFTERUFE. 


THAT MEMORY HAS. 

BECOME MORE VIVID . 

JUST NOW. HE RECOG- 

NIZES THE CHEAP : 

LUGGAGE, THE NAMES 
RUSSIAN 


OF THE RUS. 
CITIES ON THE ne 


NEIGHBOR 
YOUSEF’S CONSPICU- 
OUSLY STURDY 
CARRYING CASE 
SLIDES INTO VIEW. 


S.A 
MAN CAN RISK ALLTO JS 
TRANSPORT HIMSELF B 
TO THE OTHER S/DE . 
OF THE WORLD... 


wa. AND THE 
WORST OF _ #¥ 
THE OLD LIFE 
CAN FIND 

A WAY TO 
FOLLOW. 


AT THE TIME HE LEFT, 
HE'D HAD NO INTEN- 
TION OF RETURNING 
TO THE OLD COUNTRY. 
NOW, HE SOMETIMES 
FINDS HIMSELF 
LOOKING WHISTFULLY 
BACK ON THOSE 
SIMPLER DAYS... UNTIL 
HE REMEMBERS THE 

ed SECRET POLICE. 


NO MATTER. THE 
OVERSEER (S JUST A 
FORMALITY. YOUSEF. 

!S AN OLD FRIEND, AND 
THAT FRIENDSHIP 1S 
WORTH AT LEAST THIS 
SMALL FAVOR. 





COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. [7 1S 
LATE ON A SATURDAY EVENING, 
THE SECOND DAY OF THE “EAST- 
WEST ATOMIC WARFARE, SCIENCE 
AND APPLICATIONS CONFERENCE.” 
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i | FAR FROM A WARNING, IT HAS 
TEAY age EASON i | BECOME A BEACON-- AN IDEAL. 
BLOC DECIDE TO TV] 
SAMPLE THE REAL Ly: a 
AMERICA-- ONE THAT 

N DECADES OF SOVIET 
PROPOGANDA HAD 

} BURNED INTO THEIR 
MINDS. 


¢A TRULY © 
(GENTLEMEN, Nf MAGNIFICENT 
WE HAVE RESULT OF 
ARRIVED.*S A FREE 
‘ SOCIETY. > 


W))) DD 


CA TRULY 
MAGNIFICENT 
RESULT OF 
BREE. eC 7 


of 
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(LET US 
GO INSIDE 
AND 


OUR SCIENCE 
WILL NEVER 
BE PUT TO 

PRAC. I a 


"dl ¢ YES, OURS IS 
Z_/ A DYING PROFESSION. 
WHAT GOOD IS /TTO 
KNOW HOW TO DESTROY 
THE EARTH, /F WE NEVER 
GET THE CHANCE? 


61 DON'T KNOW. PERHAPS THERE WILL YET 
» SE A USE FOR OUR ANOWLEDGE CHEER UP’) 





SEVERAL (THEIR BOMBS ARE QUITE 
EFFICIENT. A SHAME THAT 
THEY MUST KEEP /7 
SECRET.» 


<ANY SPY WORTH 
AIS METTLE 
WOULD LOVE OUR 
FUSION DATA. 
JUST TODAY I 
WAS SPEAKING 


WITH A 
COLLEAGUE FROM 
ISRAEL.» 


€ THIS 1S MISHA. GET 
ME STATION CHIEF 
IVANOV. NOW. ) 


</DIOTS I 
LEAVE FORA 
MOMENT AND 

THEY SLIP 
\ AWAYS) 


¢ I STULL 
PREFER THE OLD, 
TRIED AND TRUE 
ATOMICS. THEY RE 
SO EASY TOSUST 
DISMANTLE, PICK 
UP AND TAKE 
ANYWHERE 
WITH YOU. 


<DID ANY 
OF YOU MEET 
KHADAFY'S. 
ENVOY? NOW 
THERE 1S A MAN 
COULD MAKE US 
ALL VERY WEALTHY, 
I BETL 


_— 


€ YOU WERE RIGHT. 
LOUD, CRAZY TALK 
GOT ONE OF OUR KGB 


WAY; AND NOW THE 
OTHER'S DISTRACTED 





(LET'S HEAD FOR THE EXIT! > 


y (ILL TRY TO NAB THEM! YOU 
CALL IT IN, THIS TIME / > 





<I WL SEE 
YOU BACK AT \ 
THE CONFERENCE 
TOMORROW.» 4e 


(BUT YOUSEF, 
THERE ARE MORE 
BARS TO VISIT. (TO SEE My 
WHERE ARE YOU EXPATRIATE 
‘ FRIENDS! > 


THE PLACE l[S KNOWN AS 
THE OVERLAP. /T [S A 
REALITY THAT INTERSECTS 
ALL PLANES OF EXISTENCE. 
17 1S THE BIRTHPLACE OF 
WHAT'S CALLED MAGIC. 

a 


THERE ARE NO 
SPIRITUAL OR 
PHYSICAL LAWS 
HERE. REALITY /[S 
ELASTIC HERE. 


, \ 
THE REALM IS INHABITEO BY 
POWERFUL BEINGS FROM A 
MILLION MILLION WORLDS, AS 
WELL AS FLORA, FAUNA AND 
TERRAIN FROM THOSE PLACES, | 
ALL SCATTERED HAPHAZAROLY 
ACROSS AN INFINITE BACKDROP. 


EACH DENIZEN HAS HIS/HER/ITS 

OWN PRIORITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS. 

THE OVERLAP /S PRIMARILY A PLACE (= 
OF DISCOVERY AND EXPERIMENTA- 
TION-- A LABORATORY WITHOUT 
BOUNDS. - 


ONE SUCH GROUP [S 
MEETING NOW TO 
DISCUSS THEIR. 
CURRENT FORAY INTO 
HUMAN SPIRITUAL 
SPACE -- AND THE 
PHYSICS OF HELL . 





THANKS FOR COMING. 
‘T BE MORE 
ACITED, NOW THAT 


EMCINGS ARE MOVING! 


I'VE BEEN KEEPING AN EYEON 
THOSE EARTHIANS AND THEIR ATOMIC 
FETISH-- AND THEY HAVEN'T ALL KILLED 
EACH OTHER YET! SO, I'VE MANAGED 
TO PUSH THINGS IN A DIRECTION 
yea GIVE US SOME ANSWERS 


N. 

OUR LAST SURVEY-- WHERE A 
HELL-CREATURE WAS BLOWN UP-- 
WAS A BUST, BUT THAT'S OKAY. 
WE WEREN'T PREPARED FOR THAT 

EVENT THE WAY WE ARE NOW. 


YY THIS TIME, I PLUGGED A THOUGHT- 
PROGRAM INTO A SCIENTIST THERE. 
HE’LL DETONATE AN ATOM BOMB 
AT A PRE-SET TIME. A DEMON, THE 

LATEST HELL'S-PAWN WILL BE / 
NEAR GROUND ZERO. 


T 

CREATURE'S /N PLACE. WE KNOW 

THE STRENGTH OF THE BLAST, SO 
WE'VE TAKEN WIEW/ING 


SO NOW--OUR 
CONCLUSIVE TEST TO 


THE PROCESS SCATTER 
THEIR INFERNAL MATTER! 


AND THE BEST 
\ PART IS, THAT 
\ PERSNICKETY PEST 
\ HOUDINI IS THE 


Z_TRUST THAT THE PEST WILL VERIFY THE 
NATURE OF THE HELL-CREATURE’S 
POWERS AND TEMPERMENT FIRST. 
THAT WILL BE USEFUL INFORMATION 
SHOULD WE DECIDE TO WORK ON 
HELL IN THE FUTURE. THE PLACE. 
LS RIPE FOR MANIPULATION. 


HOUDINI 1S USING ONE OF OUR PORTAL 
DEVICES. I TOLD HIM IT 1S MORE EFFICIENTA 
TRANSPORT THAN MEDITATION, OR WHATEVER 
HIS USUAL METHOD. IN HIS CONFUSION fy f 


HAVE TIME TOADJUST TOHIS NORMAL | af 
S& MODE OF TRANSFER, AND WILL PERISH. ¥f 


7 4 





ESCAPES... 














EXCUSE ME, I LOOK FOR 
PLEASE... ANDREI 
ZLENKO. 
Oh, YEAH. 
TRY 301. BL 
IT'S PAST THE 
OLD MAN'S 


BEDTIME, 
I THINK 





FOR ONCE, 
IT'S A GOOD 
THING THE 


MAKE THAT 
FOUR WORDS. 


v4 SO CHECK THIS OUT: 
7 LAST NIGHT I SET OFF 
ANOTHER ONE OF MY 
CHASED ME, He WASALL ; 
: ET NOT EVENS BUT 
ON FIRE AN' SCREAMIN’ /yYOU WET “ WHATEVER IT TAKES, 
IT WAS COOL / I'LL GET RID OF 
BUDDY. .»< THOSE BUMS BY 
. MY PLACE. 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE BUMS BY YOUR 
MA'S PLACE? THAT'S 
WHERE YOU HANG OUT 
ALL THE TIMES 


BITE ME. 
ANYWAY, I 
GOTTA GET BACK TO 
WORK HERE. AS NEXT 


ONE I$ GO 
BE BRIGHT. 





P HERE'S NO ™ 
WAY I'M GOING 
10 BELIEVE 
AX YOU'RE HARRY 
\ Houoint. 4 


1 GET YOuR 
POINT. BUT THIS 
19 PRETTY HARD 

m TO BELIEVE... 


tp PART? 
THAT IMA 
DIMENSION-TRAVELLING 
HYPER-MAGE TEN THOUSAND 
TIMES MORE POWERFUL THAN 
MY STAGE ACT LET ON, OR 
THAT YOU'RE AN INVULNER- 


ABLE, ULTRASTRONG, 
HORRIBLE PUPPET 
OF MELL? 


HOWEVER, I 
DIDN'T COME HERE 
TO DISCUSS OUR 
MUTUALLY UNBELIEVABLE 


KNOW ABOUT MY 
POWERS? YOU'RE JUST 
‘ AN ESCAPE 


JUST AN ESCAPE iy 
ARTIST? JUST ANESCAPE fit 
ARTIST?! ARE YOU AWARE OF 
HOW MANY YEARS I'VE SPENT 
NON-MAGICAL, GRUELING 
YEARS, LEARNING 10 BE 
JUST AN ESCAP 1ST2 


YOND HOCLIS- POCUS AND 


By MERE SPIRITUALISM. 


ED FR INT ANY 
TEMPE; MOVED FROM POINT ‘A’N) 


te 3 HEAT 0 1 THAT WAS. 
ee ‘ou sce: AN MAGIC Wat £ 
A_SMOKE we 
WAS RE. 


DOES IT 
MATTER? 





MAGIC IS LIKE TELLING 
IS ABOUT A _LIE SO CONVINCING THAT 
PERCEPTION AND EVEN THE UW/VERSE BELIEVES 
THE WILLS YOU! AND 1 MY FRIEND, 
ABILITY TO ARE A CREATURE OF MAGIC, 
THAT ALBEIT OF FINITE POWER. 
PERCEPTION, HOWEVER, YOU NEEDN'T 
EXHAUST POWER... 
GATHERED FROM 


BEYOND THIS 
WORLD. 


MUCH OF YOUR 
WORK FOR YOU. 


YOU SEE? 
WITH ONLY A 
THOUGHT, YOUR 
ATTACKS FOR YOU. IT 
EXPENDS /TS ENERGY, 


NOT YOURS. 


NOW, IN THE 
CASE_OF THIS 
8OmM 


mJHE SUIT 
APPRECIATED THE 
THREAT AND ACTED TO 
OM HARM - 
OUT YOUR 
CONSCIOUS DIRECTION. 
ENERGY 
EXPENDITURE? 
NONE. 





YOUR MOST 
IMPORTANT POWER, 
AS A CREATURE OF 
SORCERY, IS 


WITH A_CLEAR HEAD 

AND A STRONG WILL 

YOU CAN CAUSE YOUR 
COSTUME TO MAKE 


JUST ABOUT ANYTHING, 
PROVIDED YOU 
UNDERSTAND ITS 
ESSENCE... 


WATS SIZE, THE 


THAT SORT OF 
THING, 












FOR EXAMPLE, Se Eye 

THINK OF SOME- Z x 

THING SMALL, LiKE 24 \ > 
A MARBLE. I 









LOOKIE HERE, 
FELLAS! WE GOTS 
US A REG-U-LAR 


| EE CIRCUS ON 
YOU KNOW WHAT a SA aN, OUR ROOF! 
\T FEELS LIKE, LOOKS 7 — =o 
LIKEAND ALL. NOW FEEL PRETTY 


CLOSE... WE'LL 
YOUR DESIRE FOR SUCCESS TRY AGAIN... 






BRAINS, DIVVY... YOU AN’ ME, 
WE TAKE THE RICH GUY IN 
TWA. 


FLOATING FREE...GRAB 
THEM... THINK MARBLE 
. GOON... ; 


BRAINS... OIVVY. 


fi 
SMOKEY...? LET 
YOUR NAMES 
SPEAK YOUR 
FATE. 





WHAT THE 

OVER Yours YOu OF THE 

MUTILATED THOSE SORT. 
1 e 


WHEREAS YOU, MY 
FRIEND, WERE POSITIVELY 


YOUR POWERS... 


YEAH, MY 
- HOW 15 IT 
THAT YOU AND EVERYONE 
SUCH ABOUT Me AND 
E KNOW SQUAT? Mone AeOw 
YOURSELF IF YOU'D 


YOUR 
ABILITIES ARE 
VAST, YET YOU'RE 
STILL THINKING 
LIKE A . 


UNLIKE YOU, 
1M JUST HUMAN. 
WHEN AND 
WHERE I COME FROM, I PLAY 
THE ESCAPE ARTIST. PART OF 
MY TIME, THOUGH, IS SPENT 
(N THE HEART OF OM 


+ WHER’ 
PRANKSTER, AN ANNOYANCE. 
a YOU, I'M THE TICKET 


AND SPEAKING OF 
TICKETS... I’M 
TAKING YOU TO A 

SHOW BEYOND 

YOUR WILDEST 
DREAMS. 


en, | 


nha 


NOTHING ames 


IT WAS 
A MSIBLE 
ILLUSION BASED 
ON THEIR LUDICROUS 
NICKNAMES. THEY'LL 
SNAP OUT OF 
DIT SOON. 


ON, AND TONE THAT | 
COSTUME DOWN, THERE‘S 
A GOOD FELLOW, ama 








wm SPLATTER 
‘EM ALL 





ee 


11'S THAT 
RS Ape ~ DAMN KID 
REx. iE AGAIN! AZ 
\ h 3 ~ /t ANNOYING 
4 NEN } WHELP. 


4 I'M 
0 


GONNA 
NAIL THAT 
PUNK 10 THE 









RIGHT 
BEHIND 
YOU, HELL’S- 
PAWN. 











THREE GUYS CAME BACK, ONE GUY AT LARGE, SO 
WHAT'S THE BIG DEAL? DO YOU SERIOUSLY THINK 
" S WHY ANYONE WOULD BE ABLE TO SMUGGLE IN 
> covGn* COULDN'T AN ATOMIC DEVICE?.., 


THE K.G.B, 
YEAH, PERCY, HANDLE THIS2.., YEAH, THE CUSTOMS CREW AT JFK 
WHAT THE HECK-- Oh. THEY AREN'T ALL THEY COULD BE.,. SO WHAT DO 
YEAH... c YOU WANT ME TO DO ABOUT IT?! PERCY, C'MON, 
HANDLE MY JOB IS TO R. IAN, NOT 
y YES, I'VEGOT IT. SO, TL 
ALPHA-FIVE-ALPHA 
CLEARANCE... 
YOU'RE SERIOUS? 


GIVE ME AN 
JOUR -- 


OVERTIME BEFORE MY 
SHIFT, THIS TIME. 


. IT'S A NEW “EEE 
, SCHEDULE THING, 
H . I HAVE TO WORK 





TELM IOG 


Ss \W/ULs 








EMPIRA 





